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2008 Coming Events

Sat. May 3rd National Trust 

Regional Conference

Landmarks Tour 

(details on next page) 

Mon. May 5th Board of Directors Meeting

At Joslyn Castle

Mon. May 19th Education Committee Meeting
3:30pm At RDG Planning & Design

900 Farnam on the Mall - Suite 100 

Sat. June 14th

2:00 ï3:00pm        Annual Meeting 

3:00 ï4:00pm        Building Tour

(details coming)

SPRING 2008

South Oô Tour Featured 

Revitalized Homes and 

Businesses

In partnership with RestoreOmaha, Landmarks drew over 

100 people into South Omahaôs homes and businesses on 

March 2nd. Despite the rainy weather, tour goers made the 

trek through five sites that have undergone restoration 

projects. 

One of the favorites was 1315 South 8th Street where home-

owner Karyn Spencer exemplified historically appropriate do-

it-yourself techniques with a sustainable twist. On a tight 

budget, she creatively restored and recycled many items 

including doorknobs, woodwork, and heating grates. Even 

old wallpaper was framed and turned into artwork to play up 

the homeôs historic character, which has just sold for above 

market value. You can visit her website blog at 

littleitalygem.blogspot.com for more details and photos of her 

project. 

In planning the tour, Landmarks was pushing to bring 

attention to home remodeling projects that were ñwithin 

reachò for most do-it-yourselfers. A good example was the 

stair restoration project at James Smejkalôs home at 3609 

South 20thStreet. ñThe stair project was completed with 

inexpensive materials, readily available at local stores which 

involved mostly time and labor,ò quoted Smejkal. Sometimes 

uncovering what your home already has is all that is needed 

to make it unique!

Catching a great view from the top of the Livestock 

Exchange Building was everyoneôs highlight. ñYou can never 

get tired of the incredible panorama offered through those 

beautiful windows,ò said Shawn Colby. ñIt is unbelievable that 

at one time people thought this building should have been 

torn down.ò

The South Omaha tour reinforced what Landmarks, Inc. does 

to bring awareness and excitement to our Cityôs historical 

places,  big and small. We are already planning another tour 

coming this fall, which will be an opportune chance to 

experience what is behind the front doors of more great 

Landmarks. Stay posted for more details, soon to come. 

Paul Nelson , President

Landmarks, Inc.


